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Houston Slip & Fall Checklist.

What to do in the minutes, days, and weeks after a fall— from the Houston
personal injury lawyers at Adley Law Firm.

A fall on someone else’s property can turn serious fast. Work through this list in order — it protects your
health first, and your claim second.

At the Scene: Report the Fall

Report the fall right away to the manager, owner, or property staff before you leave.
Ask for a written incident report — and get a copy or the report number in hand.

Photograph the hazard immediately, before anyone cleans or fixes it: the spill, ice, uneven floor, torn mat, or
debris.

Photograph the wider area too — the lighting, and whether any "wet floor” or warning signs were posted or
missing.

Say less. Don't apologize, blame yourself, or insist you're fine — to staff or anyone.

Preserve the Evidence Before It Disappears

Photograph your visible injuries — and keep photographing them as they heal or develop.
Keep the shoes and clothing you were wearing, unwashed, exactly as they were.

Get names and phone numbers of everyone who saw you fall.

Ask whether the property has security cameras — footage is often erased within days.

Note the date, time, and weather and the name of the store or property while it's fresh.
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Don't hand over your shoes, clothing, or phone to the property or its insurer.

One more thing before you leave.
Photograph the hazard from several angles now — property owners often clean or repair it within hours.
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Get Medical Care Immediately

See a doctor the same day, even if you feel fine — adrenaline can hide serious injuries for days.
Tell every provider you fell on someone else’s property so the cause appears in your medical records.

Follow the full treatment plan. Gaps in care give insurance companies an excuse to pay less.
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Save everything: bills, receipts, prescriptions, discharge papers, and mileage to appointments.

Protect Your Claim in the Days After

Report the fall in writing to the property owner or manager if you haven't already.

Don't give the property’s insurer a recorded statement — decline politely and refer them to your lawyer.
Don't sign anything or accept a quick settlement. First offers rarely cover future care.

Ask, in writing, that they preserve the footage and the incident records before either is lost.

Stay off social media. Posts, photos, and check-ins can be used against your claim.
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Start a file: incident report, photos, medical records, receipts, and missed workdays.

Know Your Texas Deadlines.

Two years. In most cases, Texas gives you two years from the date of your fall to file a personal injury
claim — but evidence disappears much sooner.

Partly at fault? Texas lets you recover if you were 50% or less responsible; your compensation is
simply reduced by your share.

"Knew or should have known." To win a Texas slip-and-fall, you generally must show the owner knew
about the hazard — or that it sat there long enough that they should have.

Straight Answers. Serious Preparation. Real Results.

For more than 30 years, Adley Law Firm has stood up for .
- v v hoit Free Consultation — Call (713) 999-8669
injured Texans. Free consultation — se habla espanol.
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Disclaimer: The information you obtain at this site is not, nor is it intended to be, legal advice. You should consult an attorney for advice regarding your individual
situation. We invite you to contact us and welcome your calls, letters and electronic mail. Contacting a Houston personal injury lawyer at Adley Law Firm does not
create an attorney-client relationship. Please do not send any confidential information to us until such time as an attorney-client relationship has been established.
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